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National Writing Project Mission
The National Writing Project focuses the knowledge, expertise, 

and leadership of our nation’s educators on sustained efforts to improve 
writing and learning for all learners.

www.nwp.org

For Teachers 
Join us this summer!  Courses and workshops at www.lvwp.org.

Share your conference experience with us at 
Lehigh Valley Writing Project on Facebook.

For Kids 
Summer Youth Camps are coming July 13, 2015.

www.sycroar.org 
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE
7:30–8:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast     Centre Hall

   Book signing with Jeff Anderson, Meenoo Rami, and Heather Harlen.
   Please visit our displays and bookseller in Centre Hall.

8:30–8:45 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Remarks       Room 135
   Nancy Coco, Regional Director of Corporate and Community Education
   Press Papers WDIY Poetry Project Winners
    Hannah Kurczeski, Sheckler Elementary School 
    Olivia Sica, Kutztown Middle School (virtual presentation)
    Kelsey Ko, Freedom High School
   
8:45–9:45 a.m. Writing into the Day
  “I’ve Never Written So Much!”: How Mentor Texts Inspire and Nurture Writers Room 135
   Jeff Anderson         
   This opening session is our invitation to write, share, and discover. 
   Jeff will share a few sure-fire mentor texts to get participants (and 
   students) writing, with a few tips from his book 10 Things Every  
   Writer Needs to Know along the way. 
 
  Please see program insert for Breakout Sessions I and II. 

    ~This space for your notes~

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
12:15 a.m.–1:15 p.m. Lunch         Room 135
     
    Book signing with Jeff Anderson, Meenoo Rami, and Heather Harlen.
    Please visit our displays and bookseller in Centre Hall.

1:20–2:20 p.m.   Keynote Address 
   Grammar Can Be an Invitation: How Mentor Sentences Change Writers 
    Jeff Anderson 
    Invite elementary, middle, and high school students into the conventions of 
    language with mentor texts and other low-threat, high-payoff strategies.
    Steeped in the research of Writing Next (2007), Jeff will share what worked 
    with his students when he moved from editing practice to editing instruction.
    Make grammar instruction an inviting concept with editing invitations from 
    Jeff’s books Everyday Editing and Mechanically Inclined. 

2:20–2:30 p.m.  Closing Remarks
    Doug Antonioli, LVWP Assistant Director 
   

     ~This space for your notes~



PROGRAM SCHEDULE
10:00–11:00 a.m. Breakout Session I 

Stepping Into History:  Using Project-based Learning to Teach Historical Thinking Skills   Room 207
 Jesse O’Neill
  With ample scaffolding and patience, young people can be taught historical thinking, 
 reading, and writing skills, all of which will serve them better than an exclusive emphasis 
 on content. This session will explore how these skills can be taught through the close reading 
 of primary sources and choice-based inquiry using the intersection of local history and national 
 trends as the impetus for learning.              

Teacher Practice in a Connected World         Room 222
 Meenoo Rami
 Come discover the ways teachers are using the power of networks to reimagine their
 practice, connect their students to mentors, and find relevant audiences for student work.
 How would your practice change if you shared your work with the teacher across the hall
 or across the country?    

Science Talk:  Engaging Students in Meaningful Classroom Conversations     Room 224
 David Smith and Karen Knecht, Da Vinci Science Center         
 What kinds of questions would you ask your students if you wanted to know what they
 were thinking? Join this session to explore how you can move students beyond hands-on
 to “minds-on” thinking and talking in science.

Equity in Education:  Promoting the Conversation        Room 318  
 Megan Hauser  
 Do you find that your passion for social justice is what drives your career in education – even 
 more than your passion for your content area? Have you ever yearned for a supportive network 
 to further develop this passion and commitment?  If so, please join this session to help define 
 social justice and imagine the ways in which social justice educators can impact their classrooms.
 
Using Student Writing to Shape Student Writing, Conventionally Speaking       Room 320
 Brittani Whary
 If you are interested in learning some different ways to tackle that fifth domain, Conventions, 
 this session is for you!  We will be sharing classroom resources to help shift from daily edits 
 to using actual student writing to improve conventions. Please bring a writer’s notebook and,
 if you have one, a sample of student writing. 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE
11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Breakout Session II

Tuning the Power of Observation Through a Writer’s Notebook      Room 207 
 Barbara Lindtner
 Come join us for a session that will take what Ralph Fletcher describes as “a place to 
 live like a writer” and couple it with the writing strategy called Power of Observation 
 to help you reinvigorate your students’ writing. 

Writing Across the Curriculum: Peering into the Minds of Social Studies Students    Room 222
 Mike Perruso 
 Students come into our classrooms with diverse backgrounds and life experiences. 
 How can teachers develop good relationships, create connections, and educate
 students through writing in a content area? Participants will discover how writing
 not only provides opportunities to learn about each student as an individual, but 
 also provides opportunities for students to better understand the content. 

Revision Decisions:  How to Talk Through Sentences and Beyond      Room 224
 Jeff Anderson
 How do young writers decide what to revise? How do we shepherd them through this 
 process of discovering, thinking, risking, and changing? We give them a vision of what is 
 possible with mentor texts, then use these readings to move their writing forward, one
 option at a time. Grammar and style are rich ground for teaching revision. Merging craft
 and mechanics helps students craft sentences while learning voice, detail, and sentence fluency. 
 
Reclaiming Our Teacher Voice: How Staff Writing Can Combat Demoralization    Room 318
  Heather Harlen
 Are you and your colleagues experiencing burnout or demoralization due to the current
 demands placed on educators? Can you find twenty minutes, twice a month, in your school 
 schedules to create fellowship?  If the answer to both questions is yes, join me for a 
 session about how to start a staff writing community in your school. 

Celebrating Mentors Through Sentences and Beyond       Room 320
 Conchetta Marucci 
 Writing is an important way for teachers to process their impact - even for just one student.
 Urban educators sat down to write as a way of reflecting about their successes, failures, and
 feelings about mentoring. Join us to learn the benefits of writing to process interactions 
 between mentor and mentee which can help sustain you and your mentoring program. 


